Any communications relating to the Newsletter, or any other aspect of the Society, can be addressed to either:-

Ray Beddow.

123, Barrs Road,

Cradley Heath.

B64 7EZ.

Tel: 01384 569324

Or

Email to: satsuki_society@hotmail.com
-

Steve Davis.

Chairman.

Tel: 01752 361713

[image: image1.jpg]



The 

Satsuki Azalea

Society.

[image: image2.jpg]



Newsletter

ISSUE 19
`Editors ramblings….   


I would like to thank everyone for there kind comments about my first effort as editor, thanks also to all of you for showing your continued support by renewing your memberships. In issue 18 I asked for members to send in photos of their trees and I’m happy to say a couple of you did but it would be nice if more of you could. I also had several offers of articles, - where are they! Go on, have a go.    




Ray Beddow.




Editor.
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              You keep on learning.

For this article I just started jotting down some of the aspects of Satsuki care which have been running through my mind recently. The first two points relate to the Satsuki plant’s love of sunshine, while the third considers how best to adapt Japanese repotting practice to UK conditions.

The first two points are not new and are accepted parts of standard bonsai practice, yet even experienced growers can slip into only paying them lip-service.

LIGHT

Unlike most members of the azalea family, the main ancestor of the Satsuki hybrids (R. Indicum) is a full sun plant. When grown in a pot a Satsuki still needs high levels of light to do well. A little light shade does cut down the watering requirements in hot sunny spells. This can make the Satsuki easier to maintain but it is important to remember that the shade is for the grower’s benefit, not for the plants.

Unfortunately, the adverse effects of lowered light levels tend to be subtle and because plants with a little light shade are less subject to stressful soil drying cycles they often have greener and lusher foliage than plants in full sun. The effect of shade is further masked by the fact that shady areas are often more humid and that Satsuki hate dry summer air.

2.

It is often weaker plants which show up light level problems best. I have a polytunnel where one end is shaded from sun both early and late in the day and I have observed that weak trees show significantly slower recovery in the shady areas.

I have concluded that the number of hours of sunlight each day is an important factor in Satsuki growth. If you wish to use some shade it is better to employ shade netting in a spot which gets sun all day, rather than place plants where they get sun for only part of the day. Strong, healthy plants will tolerate a much wider range of conditions than weaker ones and remember that the beneficial effects of humidity often work in exactly the opposite direction to those of light levels.

TURNING TREES

Rotating trees so that they receive light evenly on all sides is a standard recommendation in most bonsai texts but how many of us do this in practice? I have a habit of moving my trees around benches now and again but I am by no means consistent or systematic about it. I must also confess that I do not like to see the backs of trees displayed. Most of us are aware of the dieback which happens when a tree is left against a solid wall for any length of time. We may have also seen how young Satsuki plants fail to bud on the lower trunk when they are packed tightly together. This same effect happens on a less noticeable  scale when a tree always gets the sun from the same side. On a well-lit bench the effect can be vary subtle but budding and strength are always poorer on the shadowed side. A notable feature of   

3.

many Japanese collections is that each specimen is permanently placed on its own turntable so that turning becomes part of the standard routine.

Giving trees light evenly from all sides is just one of a long list of routine care practices. Their individual effects may not be clearly noticeable but collectively they add up to supremely healthy trees.

REPOTTING AND PRUNING TIMES

Temperatures in the UK are not markedly different from many parts of Japan, but in other ways our climate is very different. Our wet winters are a problem for many Japanese plants grown in containers. For Satsuki growers, however, our lack of a Japanese rainy season starting mid-June may be a more important difference. Two windows are normally recommended for repotting Satsuki; early spring when the growth starts or immediately after flowering. The period after flowering is also the time for the main trimming and pruning process. Spring repotting has always been recommended for plants in training, whilst most finished bonsai are potted after the flowers are removed. Unfortunately, I have noticed that trees potted in midsummer can be badly affected by hot dry spells during the recovery period. The plants hate dry air at this time and can become seriously stressed very quickly. This year I have noticed plants which were not repotted but were heavily pruned have also shown signs of stress.

Providing exactly the right environment for Satsuki in these circumstances can be difficult for some people.


Continued on page 6
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MEMBERS GALLERY

                      Tatsunami & Nikko
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Thanks to Penny Millson for this issues Readers Gallery photo’s. The first picture shows nice specimens of Tatsuname & Nikko but the other two photo’s are of an un-named variety Penny would very much like identifying. Any idea’s? I can tell you that the colour in the original photographs was a rich purple but that probably will not be obvious in these scanned copies. Let me know if you have something similar and I will pass it on.

You keep on learning – cont.

Plants need close, humid conditions and good light but without being exposed to the direct midday sun. A windy bench can be a killer but too shady a spot is not good either as the plant is not stimulated to produce new shoots and leaves. Misting leaves helps but it might need to be done several times a day in very hot spells.

Another factor which has slowly become clear to me is that for both pruning and repotting, earlier is most definitely best. Satsuki worked on in early to mid-June recover faster, establish in pots better and are more vigorous than those tackled later. They also have the advantage of a much longer growing season before winter. Pruning or repotting in late July is much more stressful for the plant. It also has barely enough time to recover before the growing season ends.

6.

I suspect that repotting in July can become a vicious circle. The plant flowers late so it must be pruned and repotted late. The Satsuki then struggles to recover enough to produce a new crop of flower buds right at the end of the season. These poorly developed buds then mature late in the following season leading to late flowering again…..

Spring repotting is probably an underused option and is a much better bet than late July. For weak plants, spring repotting has certainly proved to be the way to go. If undertaken just as the new shoots are about to start growing it is not highly stressful. This early repotting offers a long growing season for the plants to build up strength, which is further enhanced by removing all the flower buds. Strong healthy plants can also be repotted at this time. I have always worried a little about the effect on the plant of flowering after this process but in my experience they will still flower without problem. I now plan to test this spring repotting option in a more systematic way. If any members have any knowledge of routine Satsuki repotting in spring (without removing flower buds) I would like to hear of their results.


Alex Kennedy

Some years ago I put all my best trees onto individual turntables not only for the reasons mentioned above but also because I noticed that often the far side of the pot was being deprived of water when only watering from the front. I now walk along the bench watering as usual and then back again, turning & watering each tree in turn. Turning trees, especially big trees can be a bind but when on turntables you don’t give it a second thought.


Ed.

7.

Tree Security. 

Hopefully by the time you read this you will have re-trained and re-potted your Satsuki for another year and are now taking a well-earned rest. But have you ever thought about their security? – No. Well in police statistics one in seven people will have a major break in, in the garden, losing plants, ornaments and tools.

So here are a few ideas to help you from becoming one of these statistics. Firstly do not advertise the fact that you have bonsai’s; i.e. leaving a bonsai book in your car, club badges etc. Walking out of the house with a tree when there are people about that are not known to you, this may sound silly but we have all done it! On the practical side, make sure you have a substantial gate to the garden and make sure you LOCK it! If you have a shrub boundary try to include plants with thorns. Put up a security light, preferably with an indoor chime so that you will know when it has been activated. These lights are available from all good DIY Stores and are quite inexpensive.

If your house is alarmed and you have a free zone on your control panel why not extend your alarm into the garden with an infra-red beam sensor. If you don’t already have an alarm why not consider purchasing one, as many insurance companies will offer reduced premiums on properties fitted with an alarm.

   Well what happens if your prized tree goes missing? Telling the police my tree was two-foot so and so in a blue pot will not be much help to them so take photo’s
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four times a year or when any major work has been undertaken. Put a metal strip in the pot with your name and postcode on it when re-potting, or invest in “datalog” chips, which are implanted into the tree itself. 

          Well these are but a few ideas that may stop you from becoming just another statistic. If this article has started you thinking about your security then it’s done it’s job, and remember you can also get free security advice from your local crime prevention officer.


Steve Davis.

2002 Annual Show.

I can now confirm that our annual show for 2002 will be in Bournmouth on the 23rd June hosted by the Wessex Society. The venue is a sports hall that is well sign posted from major routes and has ample free parking. Facilities include a restaurant and bar and there is also a private room where we can hold our AGM. 

RHS Gardens - Rosemoor

In addition to the above we have been invited by the Plymouth Bonsai Society to join them in staging a display at Rosemoor. This is a two-day event on the weekend of the 15th & 16th June 2002. 

More details of both of the above in the next issue.
9.

And finally…..
So, we have two shows to look forward to next year but I dare say some of you are thinking “Yes, but they are both way down in the South West again.” The aim of the Society is to hold it’s annual show in different parts of the country each year but only the Wessex Society offered to stage it in 2002.

To stage the annual show really isn’t as daunting a task as you might imagine as we in Stourbridge found out a couple of years ago. We had an excellent time and also came out of it with a nice little profit.

We have one tentative offer for 2003 so far but it would be nice to have a choice.

Personally speaking I look on shows in Bournmouth and the South West as a great way of combining my hobby with a long weekend break at the seaside. Sounds good to me!

And finally, if this issue is a couple of days late I apologize. I forgot I was going away in August when I set the issue dates so I might miss my own deadline – sorry! Talking of deadlines the next one for article inclusion is 1st Nov. for the 15th Nov issue so please send me something, especially photographs.  

Ed. 
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