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Editors ramblings....

So, it's almost that time of year again. The amnua
Show & AGM | mean. | know from experience that not
many members will attend the AGM (I think the aggra
over the last three years would be about six!)itbist your
chance to have your say about how the club is bring
Anyway, if you can't make it, it would still be use to
have you comments about the Society. Is there agyth
you like or dislike? Is there anything you woul&elithe
Society to do differently? Is there any point inving an
Annual Show? (See page 2)

| hope you do manage to make the show, it would
be nice to put faces to all your names.

Ray Beddow.
Editor.
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The 2002 Annual Show & A.G.M

As you should know by now, this years Annual Shaw i
being run in conjunction with the Wessex Bonsaii&gc
Exhibition & Competition in Bournmouth.

You will find enclosed with this edition a leaflehich tells
you everything you need to know except the timeowf
A.G.M. which will be at 12:00 noon or there about.

You may remember my request in the last issue éople
who were willing to show trees to contact me. Tégponse
was exactly what | was expecting — nothing!

After a few frantic phone calls | managed to get tisual
exhibitors to agree to show but surely this is mgdhe
point of a club show. To rely on the same peoplshow
the same trees (no matter how good they are) yitar a
year is not, in my opinion, what a club show shobé
about. Over the last few years there has been aioush
decline in the attendance’s at, and the enthusifam
bonsai shows. In my own local Society we gave up on
Annual Shows a couple of years ago because of @letan
lack of interest from the members to either helgaoize,
enter or even turn up so | know from personal erpee
what problems are involved.

Because of the nature of this Society, and the wayare
spread all over the country, | wonder if it is hgal viable
idea to even attempt to hold an Annual Show? Becthis
years is running alongside a mainstream bonsai show
guess its not too bad but | would have serious toabout
ever holding a stand alone Satsuki Show again.ridesaid
that we are open to offers for next year as notheg been
arranged as yet.

The subject of shows is one I'm sure will cropaup
the AGM but if any of you that can’'t make it and wid
like to let your feeling known then please contaet
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Web sites.

One of our membersPenny Millsonrecently sent me a
copy of an article byJim Robinsorshe found on the web.
The article is about growing all types of Azaleabasisai
and covers subjects such as soil mixes, light &enature,
transplanting & pruning, fertilizers and pests &ehses.
This is quite a lengthy and informative articlefeo those
of you that do not have access to the internetuladviike to
reproduce a few paragraphs verbatim that | found
interesting.

On the subject of potting mixes Jim states:

“Mycorrhiza are essential soil plants for the sualiof
azaleas. As with some conifers, the roots of agadieanot
have microscopic root hairs and depend on mycoathiz
fungi for the adsorption of water and nutrientsg8yp soils,
soils that do not drain well or lack oxygen and rove
watering can kill these fungi, and hence the azalea
themselves”.

This is one that never occurred to me. I’'m surexAlell
put me right if I'm wrong but | can’t remember ever
reading about mycorrhiza in relation to azaleasiaefThe
mycorrhiza in the soil of my pines is fairly obvewbut |
have to say that | have never seen any when regotti
azaleas. Does this mean | don't have any or isist a
different form to that of pines that is less obw8ulf
anyone has more info on this I'd love to hear frgon.

The next transcript seems to bear out Alex’s lartic
and Simon Thompson’s confirmation in the last istha
Spring repotting is to be preferred.
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“Azaleas can be transplanted anytime from late semm
after the buds are fully formed until late sprinome
references suggest that after blooming is the tes, but
transplanting can be done even when the is inbiolbm. |
prefer to transplant my azaleas in midwinter or lgar
spring. | prefer this as many Satsuki’'s bloom inyMa
June and the hot weather at this time of year makes
transplanting dangerous, in my view. Some bonsak&o
recommend that the roots be washed completely when
transplanting, leaving no old soil on the plantdve done
this, with both success and failures. | am conwinteat
soil must be removed up to the underside of thekiraven
if it takes a Dremel tool to cut away the old séthcked
soil has no aeration and can support no feeder gomt
mycorrhiza”.

| agree with the idea of removing the old soit bu
I’'m not too sure about the use of a Dremel! | prédeuse a
high pressure hose (not a power washer) on mineenwh
repotting pines it is recommend that the mycorrioegut
back with the new soil mix but Jim makes no menodn
this with the azaleas. Perhaps my theory that azale
mycorrhiza differs from that of pines by being soadl that
it is invisible to the naked eye.

The final section | thought might be of interest
relates to feeding:

“Do not fertilize azaleas after buds have set ie th
fall and do not begin fertilization in the springiti the
flowers have faded. This is the general information will
find in most publications. | have experimented \picing
one rape seed cake on my azaleas when | bring itiéon
winter. | have never had bud drop from this and ldeves
have stayed green and healthy”.
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Like Jim | stop feeding in the autumn but | stamt i
March/April depending on the weather, only stopping
whilst plants are in flower. Perhaps | should sayehthat
Jim Robinson lives in the Rocky Mountain Region of
America where | guess that the winters are cold tied
summers hot. If it takes until flowering time fdretweather
to warm up then that's possibly the reason forfaetling
until after flower fall.

If you want to read the full article you can firicat
www.ossie.com/bonsai/html/azaleas.html

Another Satsuki site that you might like to visén
be found at
http://www.bonsai-bci.com/species/satsuki-azaleal. ht
this is just a couple of pages of general infororatabout
Satsuki's but worth a read a memory jogger.

Satsuki from Seed.
As | have mentioned in the past, 90% of the Satsgkow
are kept as potted trees rather than trained asaioRor
this reason | tend to be a bit less fussy wheroihes to
dead heading and deliberately leave on some fdtbngrs
in the hope that they will produce viable seed.

As the Summer rolls by into Autumn and on into
Winter, these developing seed heads are completely
forgotten about until, come my Spring tidy up priar
returning plants to the open, they are once againd!

| normally sow my seeds fresh but | would guess
that the seed heads could be collected and storactool
dry place. | prefer to sow mine straight away bseathe
sooner they germinate the earlier they can be pgfanted
giving them chance to establish in time for the tmm
Winter.

| sow my seeds in 4" pots of a 50/50 mix of
ericaceous compost and vermiculite but as Azaled &
more than happy to germinate | would say any pebgry
seed compost would do. In fact so readily doessazs¢ed
germinate that self sown seedlings can often hando
growing around the base of your tréasture 1.

Picture 1.
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Fig 1. Shows a pot full of young seedlings. Because Azalea
seed is so small and you get so many from each st

i's very easy to over sow! The germination perisd
dependant on many factors, temperature, light #tis.
picture was taken approx. two months after sowing b
times do vary. | don’'t bother with propagators attom
heat, all | do is leave the pots in the greenhoigbken
about 1” (25mm) high | transplant them individyaihto
seed trays filled with my same 50/50 mix. (actuadly you
will see from the size of the hands picture 3 my eight
year old son has taken it on himself to be head
transplanter!)

Picture 2.
Pricked out seedlings ready for transplanting

Picture 3.

The seed tray will be the seedlings home now uhel
following Spring. Once established a weak fertilizan be
used to strengthen and increase growth.

Come the following Spring the seedlings will be
between 1” & 3” high. Ricture 4)

Picture 4
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At this stage they can be individually potted Bicture 5
was taken last Summer and shows part of my calleaif
over 100, two year old, seed raised plants. Becalisbe
pollination is performed by nature the resultargnplleaf
size & flower type/colour will be a complete sugeri Last
year three of these two year olds flowered andtrate
were different so you can imagine my excitementhat
thought of what this years flowering season wilhgr

Picture 5.

And finally

Thanks to Penny again for the following cartoomsore to
follow next issue)

See you at the show.
Ed.

It is not always a good idea
to repot in spring....

... but summer repotting can also be a
problem!
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