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Editor’'s ramblings....

Once again | have to start with an apology fongei
late with this issue!
Work commitments have been a bit hectic this yaar b
now my train has finally hit the rails to good rews I
should be able to have more time. The train in gedor
those of you who do not know me is the new Virgin
pendalino, (the tilting one with the pregnant pagse in
the weird T. V. ad!)
Having said that though | have been talked intongpei
Treasurer/Secretary of my son’s football team svéen
balancing the books and marking out the pitch spare is
still rare.
In this issue you will find our Chairman’s repom the
2002 Show in Bournemouth along with pictures of the
three winning trees.
Also included in this issue is news of forthcomsigpws in
2003/4. Something to look forward to, and prepare f
The article on pruning I'm afraid is not for therfahearted
or purist so be warned!
Another reason for this issue being late is thd fhat
nothing has been forthcoming from you the membertos
avoid my inane drivel in the next issue pleaseagdesend
me somethinganything!

Ray Beddow.
Editor.
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THE 2002 ANNUAL SHOW AND AGM.

As if you did not know this year's show was held in
Bournemouth, with the help and support of the We&mnsai
Society. So first of all may | take this opportynto thank
them for all their kind help and support. Well Sapdhe 2%’
came along and my alarm clock started ringing ah 4a up |
jumped into my regular military style operation feuch
events, that being to sort out my menagerie of alsinthis
being my nine dogs and one horse, once these leaddoeted
out | then could get myself ready. So at six o’&ledgth my
trees ensconced in the car, | set off for the tworhourney to
Bournemouth. Well having reached the outskirts of
Bournemouth | got lost this was definitely not letplan, so
how do you find someone to get directions at e@blbock in
the morning with no one around, well | got luckfound a fire
station and with the help of the duty officer, 1swvset in the
right direction and within ten minutes | had foutiek Little
Down Sorts Centre. Once in the centre a memberhef t
Wessex Society introduced himself to me as a stéwamd
showed me to our stand and to my surprise the stasdup
and with some trees already there, it seams thabecretary



and Treasurer had come down the night before witret
family’s and had set up the stand, so all | haddawvas to get
my trees in from the car, this was easier said tthame, as
there was only one door in use for both the extibitand
traders but once again the Wessex Society stewards to the
rescue, and within minutes my trees were in pldtés gave
me a good chance to have a look around before dibdéicp
turned up, the trees were set up into categori¢h some
outstanding specimens, but my gaze was drawn teaatiful
satsuki in the flowering section but more abous tinee later
on in my report.

By nine thirty all the satsuki to be shown wereplace, once
again it was mainly the same old faces showingstibese
being the Eslingers, Alex Kennedy, Bob Thompsony Ra
Jacobs, Ray Beddow, and myself, so to them manyyma
thanks. But it is disappointing with over thirty mbers in the
society that it is the same old faces at every shsawwere
where you all you missed a great show.

If you did not know this exhibition is also a cortigjen
between the Wessex and Solent Societies, this udageg by
Lee Verhorevoort and the satsuki | mentioned eairtiethe
report, was given the best flowering tree in thevghand Bob
Thompson of Dai-Ichi tried to find out where thied¢ had
come from (you could see the envy in his eyes)ak is must
have come from a nursery in Japan which he diknotv, and
wised to find out which one it had come from, itsar@ot until
later in the day that he found the owner of thel $eee, and
found out that he had sold this tree to the owoenes moths
earlier so this made Bobs day, as Bob also gobdise Satsuki
Society tree with a single specimen of Wakaebiggosd
place was the Eslingers, with a stunning littleetvehich if it
had been in flower would have been given best iowsh
according to Lee, third place went to Ray Beddothwne of
his trees. (See page 5 for photos)
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Well to the AGM and you guessed it, the same ateégafirstly
apologies were given, then the reading of the remwf the
last AGM was readout, and then followed by the Suveers
report, which is nice and healthy. We then wentmspecial
business, re the state of the society and thedaskipport for
the club show and news letter, | then asked a€ti@rman if
we should carry on or fold the society due to theklof
support from the membership, it was decided bydhmesent
to carry on for another year.

We then discussed the offer of the Midlands BoBsaiety, to
hold our show and AGM with them next year, and asjiae
social barbecue the night before at Alex’s placevatch this
space. We then discussed the election of offi@erd,| offered
to stand down and give someone else a go as thentin, to
which they all replied, you've got it your stuckthvit ( what
the saying with friends like these ) this endedAEM.

One last thing having read the last news letteralvean see
how good it can be so please lets keep it that wayplease
can we have some articles from you the membertagse can
be about yourself, as a get to know you (as | ltoree) about
problems with your trees, or even your trips tovehor Bonsai
nurseries. Or as the Editor stated if no artickes,will end up
with his wife’s knitting patterns God help us.

Stephen Davies-Chairman



1%, Place.

39 Place.

2 place.

Drastic measures!

It's in the nature of Satsuki when healthy and well
fed & watered to put on substantial growth throughihe
season and it's very easy to let the little degét away
from youl!

One favorable characteristic of Satsuki as borssai i
its ability to produce dense, well shaped foliagegbut if
incorrectly trimmed they have a habit of getting teggy
and out of shape. | remember Alex relating a stra
show in France | think it was, where a woman wag/ ve
proud of the tree she was exhibiting which had peutsut
six inches thick! | don’t thing he had the hearteth her the
error of her ways.

As well as the usual trimming of new growth to two
shoots & two pairs of leaves it is prudent to ragyl thin
out growth in the pads to the extent that you cae s
through them. This action will have the joint effedt not
only keeping the pad in shape but also allow ihtlgnd air
which encourages new buds to sprout. These canlt@en
trained to replace older shoots and so the cycirages.

In this way you should constantly be replacing foldnew.
Obviously, by pruning out growth you are going éaluce
the amount of flowers in the following year butist a
common error committed by most of us to leave t@myn
buds to flower. Although it might look beautifulguts a lot
of stress on the tree so correct trimming will rotly
automatically reduce the number of flowers produded
will also increase the health & vigour of the tree.

For those of you now thinking “Oh dear” or words
to that effect, don't panic. It's not too lateyliu take your
time thinning out the shoots over 2 — 3 years yolu lve
able to successfully reduce the pads to the depirafile —
or you can go mad like | tend to now and again.!!!
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You see | have a lot of trees and not a lot ofepar
time as I've mentioned before so | am one of thétygu
ones.

The following is a photographic record of a drastic
pruning session carried out on one of my trees.

WARNING: if you are of a nervous disposition,
turn away now! You have been warned.

Fig. 1Exhibit ‘A’

Fig. 1. shows the tree in question. (Apologies foe
shadows — it's amazing how you never notice thetil un
the picture’s developed!) This is a sadly neglecbed very
healthy multi-trunked specimen of undeterminedetsri

Fig. 2.

Fig. 2. shows a close up of what foliage pads shmoit
look like. This lower left pad is approximately 4-thick
and so dense even water has difficulty gettingughoit let
alone air & light.

Fig. 3.



Fig. 3. Solution — let one small child loose wittpair of
scissors. (Under close supervision of course)

Fig. 4.

Fig. 4. Almost finished. Virtually all the branckdeare
reduced to approx ¥2” — 1” long. Hardly any folidg#.

Fig. 5.

Fig. 5. Halfway there!

Fig. 6.

Fig. 7.
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Fig. 6 & 7. the finished article. Less than halfteour from
start and hardly a leaf in sight! — But will it stre?
Of course it will!ll

This photo was taken approx. six weeks later. It yo

compare this with Fig. 7. You will see the amouhnew

growth. (And weed growth in the pot! There goesttha

neglect again.) You will also notice that theresisficient
space between shoots for air passage. The intiading
was carried out in July so | don't expect any flosvéo
appear next year. However, if | had carried ous thiork
earlier | would have removed any developing budgite
the tree a year off to recover.

Please note. The only reason | was able to caitry o

this drastic pruning was because | have lived tithtree
for many years and know from experience that ititga
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puts out new, strong growth everywhere when pruntab
much actually. In no way would | perform this ofdéra on
a tree that was unfamiliar to me or one that wdsalde
for that matter, just in case.

Prune trees correctly and regularly and this lohd
action will not be necessary but it's nice to kngou can
get away with it if needed.
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Satsuki Azalea Societies Show. 2003.

At the 2002 AGM we had two offers from societies
to host our 2003 show. They werae Midland Societgnd
The Swindon Societfs it has become our societies policy
to alternate show venues between the north & solithe
country it has been decided thate Midlandwill host the
2003 show an&eadinghe 2004.

As it happens this has worked out well for all
concernedThe Midlandwas very keen to hold this year’s
show after the impromptu display we staged at tBé01
show. You may recall that this was a hastily aremhdast
minute decision because of our withdrawal from the
Manchester show. Anyway, that small display causggte
a stir and as the venue facilities are excellenthad no
qualms about accepting.

The show will be held on Sunday"32June 2003 at
the Birmingham Botanical Gardens.

As it happens this is a bit late in the year adgain
they have to fit in with loads of other eventsia gardens
as you can imagine and they also have to try tadavo
clashing with the Gardeners World event at the dvati
Exhibition Centre. If this year’'s show was anythittggo
by though there should not be a problem findingdre
flower as it will be the same weekend of the year.

Birmingham could seem a long way to go for a lot
of you just for a one day show on a Sunday so we ha
discussed the possibility of staging some kind ppécsl
day on the Saturday with Alex & Co. just down tbad at
Dai-ichi’'s new outlet here in the Midlands. As y&h not
exactly sure what form this day will take but | gseit
could be along the lines of a pre-show show, demo,
workshop, or just a good excuse for like mindedptedo
bring trees along for advice and a good old chigée
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could possibly finish the day with a barbeque oerea
curry. In any event it might be that excuse youehbeen
looking for to make that journey to Dai-ichi, Retbthi you
have been promising yourself.

When | phoned Reg Boulton Readingto confirm
our decision he told me that 2004 would actuallyrknvout
better for them as this is going to be thei’2Bnniversary
year and plans are afoot for a big celebrationthf stage
no definite plans are made but | know they are ilupkor a
big, prestigious venue to stage the event.

Further details on all of the above will be puibéd
as and when | get them so watch this space!

Spring Re-potting.

| received a letter back in April (was it reallyath
long ago!) from one of our members re: Spring r&Hpg.
Aubrey Middleton, one of my regular correspondemtste
to tell me that as a bonsai enthusiast he justtbdthve a
satsuki so when he saw one at £35. He continugabught
this a reasonable price although there was a Ideaf loss.
After reading (spring re-potting) | though” nothing
ventured, I'll have to take a chance & re-pot. Ivhathe
fresh sphagnum moss & gravel, here goes!” MarcH.19
Plant re-potted. | have to say there is very litdaf loss. At
time of writing (26/4/02) there are tiny little gre leaves
showing. Fingers crossed.

Aubrey promised to keep me advised on his trees
progress so hopefully all is still well.
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WINTER FEEDING

| recently came across a fertilizer being sold dynJHanby
who claimed it was being extensively used all dzarope
with very good effect. It's a French product called
“Equilibre” and described as an organic fertiliespecially
for Bonsai.

Unfortunately all the instructions on the packee an
French and John himself didn't seem too sure ait®uise
but being one always eager to try something neeciddd
to risk £2 on a small packet.

On studying the label | was able to decipher witlh m
limited knowledge of French the following:

Its composition is 6:6:6:3 (the 3 being magnesium
oxide) this | would read to be a well balancedilieer with
trace elements but let me know if I'm wrong.

Under the Usage section | was happy to see tisat it
especially recommended for flowering and fruitingnkai
with Satsuki and Apples being singled out. Goodsiew

Under the method of use | understand the
instructions to read 2 — 3 coffee spoons per 20cB0&m
pot. (I guess a coffee spoon equates to a tea ppidun
thing that did surprise me though is that it isoramended
to be applied in the autumn.

| have to confess here that my normal feeding
regime is to feed in the spring and summer switpion
a low Nitrogen (0:10:10) feed in the autumn. (WHen
remember!) However, after a quick chat with Alemd alue
to the small amount being applied, | decided t@gi\a go.
| haven't a clue what to expect but I'll let youdwm what
happens, if anything.

As | mentioned at the beginning, my knowledge of
French is almost non-existent so | have copied the
instructions in full for those of you better edwezithan | to
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read and put me right. The odd section shown thus:
were words were unreadable as it is very small ¢exia
paper label. Have any of you got experience of this
product? If so let me know of send in an articlewthbany
fertilizers you have found particularly good fortQ&i. |
have to admit that for the first time this yeantl the bullet
and forked out thirty odd quid on a bid bag of Bold! |
have to admit though that it was worth every pewityp
excellent results. If you have found something dyedion’'t
keep it to yourself, let us all know.

Ray.

COMPOSITION:

Azote (N) : 6% don't 100% organique de la farine d
plumes, des extraits concentrés de vinasses
de betterave et des composts de fumier de
bovin.

Anhydride Phosphorique (P205): 6% du Phospal

naturel micronisé.

Oxyde de Potassium (K20): 6% de Sulphate de
Potasse des Vinasses
de Betterave.

Oxyde de Magnésium (MgO): 3%

Oligo-éléments des matieres organiques (non dosés)

UTILISATION:

Le dosage de cet engrais organique de grandedjielit
destine en priorité a la fertilisatiorautomne de tous les
bonsai, mais aussi des bonsai a fleurs et a faldtgjue
pommiers, azalées satsuki... Son équilibre particelie
fait un engra_ naturel tres protecteur contre tegjaes
parasitaires de | (effets protecteurs des restie
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fertilisantes organiques). Il est aussi destiné a
engraissement des jeunes plants, au printemps.

MODE D'’EMPLOY:

Saupoudrer sur sol humide au début de lautommdsan
de 2 a 3 c.a.c. pour un pot de 20 x 30 cm. Adamirr
autres dimensions de pot. Pour les jeunes bohsat, i
possible d'augmenter legérement le dosage. Ne padge
méme a dose repetee. 3mois d’'activité réelle dsgar
nouvelle technologie organique. Pour les sols eepe
faire un trou avec un batonnet et le remplir aleaglrais
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And finally.....

As you will have read, the annual shows for 2003 &
4 are virtually sorted so that’s one weight off shpoulders.
Unfortunately so far this year membership is dolightly
but as the society’'s costs are minimal its futuse i
financially sound. However, as | mentioned in my
ramblings section, | need input in the form of
articles/photographs to help compile the magazind a
hopefully keep its entertaining and informative.’s It
beginning to be a struggle to think of things tg!sa

| did promise in issue 21 that there would be more
of Penny’s cartoons in issue 22 so here’s one in 23

(That’s it; the pressure’s getting to me!)

Ed.

But you promised to show me your prize SATSUKI!
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