
 
Any communications relating to the Newsletter, or any 
other aspect of the Society, can be addressed to either:- 
 

Ray Beddow. 
123, Barrs Road, 
Cradley Heath. 

B64 7EZ. 
Tel: 01384 569324 

Or 
Email to: satsuki_society@hotmail.com 

 
- 
 

Steve Davis. 
Chairman. 

Tel: 01752 361713 
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Editor�s ramblings�.     
 
 Well, we just about got away with it! I refer of 
course to the Annual Show. I know it was risky holding it 
this late in the year but as it was the same weekend as 
Bournemouth last year I thought it would be okay. As it 
happens the trees on display were excellent. Next year 
though I promise it will be earlier!  
For the first time I have included the minutes from the 
AGM in this issue. The reasons are twofold, firstly it gives 
those of you that can�t make it the chance to see what has 
gone on & it also means that I won�t leave it till the last 
minute to type them up as usual. 
There will be a show report in the next issue but pages 7 & 
8 should whet you appetite. 
Thanks to those who contributed to this issue and can I take 
this opportunity to say welcome to the new members that 
joined at the show. I hope you enjoy this years offerings. 
 
   Ray Beddow. 
   Editor. 
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The Satsuki Azalea Society. 
 

Annual General Meeting to be held on Sunday 22nd June 
2003 
 At  

The Birmingham Botanical Gardens & Glasshouses. 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

1. Apologies. 
 
 
2. Minutes of the previous General Meeting. 

 
 

3. Matters arising. 
 
 

4. Chairman�s Report. 
 
 

5. Treasurers Report. 
 
 

6. Election of Committee Members. 
 
 

7. Any other business. 
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The Satsuki Azalea Society. 
 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Sunday 
23rd June 2003, 12 noon. 

 At  
The Midland Bonsai Society Annual Show. Birmingham. 

 
1. APOLOGIES. 

Brenda Eslinger. 
Wai-Yuk Kennedy. 
Ray Jacobs. 
 

2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS GENERAL MEETING. 
These having been distributed were taken as read. 
Proposed by Mr Tony Beard and seconded by Mr Paul 
Eslinger. 
 

3. MATTERS ARISING. 
None raised. 
 

4. CHAIRMANS REPORT. 
Steve stated that he didn�t have a report as with this 
type of Society there really isn�t anything to report. 
However, he did thank Dai-Ichi for all their help and 
assistance with this years show. (Post meeting memo to 
self � leave out Chairman�s Report from agenda in 
future!) 
 

4. TREASURERS REPORT. 
Due to Ray�s absence Steve read through the accounts 
statement and made the point that the Society still has a 
very healthy bank balance. For this reason there is no 
need to increase subscription fees. (See A.O.B. Below) 
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Proposed, Paul Eslinger. Seconded, Doug Bessey. 
 
5. ELECTION OF COMMITTEE. 
All officers stated that they were willing to re-stand and 
were elected enbloc. 
Proposed by Mr Alex Kennedy and seconded by Mr 
Trevor Brown. 
6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS. 
6.1. 
Ray Jacobs�s proposal in his accounts to have a Sub�s 
holiday for one year because of the excessive balance 
was put to the floor and, along with several other ideas, 
was discussed. These were: 

a. Sub�s holiday. 
b. Society badges. 
c. Laminator. 
d. Tree to raffle. 
e. More shows. 
f. Buy and donate a tree to the National collection. 
g. Workshops. 

 
        A brief prØcis of each: 

a. Thought impractical because new members 
would still be expected to pay. The consensus of those 
present stated that they did not object to paying and that 
some other method of using the funds should be 
adopted. 

b. Good idea. Ray Beddow to look into prices, 
design etc. 

c. Laminator. It was proposed that a laminator be 
bought with the idea of laminating membership cards, 
show posters etc. Ray Beddow to get info. 

d. Logistics are the main problem with raffle idea, 
along with workshops. Getting the tree to the winner or 
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expecting members to turn up to a centrally located 
workshop was thought impractical. 

e. More shows. See next item. 
f. Put forward as a possible option but having seen 

the condition of the tree donated from the Plymouth 
show it was hastily rejected.  
It was agreed that badges and laminator were to be 
sourced. Proposed by Paul Eslinger and seconded by 
Doug. Bessey. 
 
6.2. 
Website. 
Mr. Maurice Cooke, a new member to the Society, has 
offered to set up a new website for us. It was agreed 
that all information for inclusion on the site would be 
forwarded through the Secretary to avoid confusion. 
 
6.3. 
FoBB�s Membership. 
It was agreed that we would re-join FoBB�s with the 
aim of using them to advertise the Society. (Bonsai 
Europe magazine and also leaflets sent out with regular 
mailings) An ulterior motive is that it would enable us 
to possibly co-stage a major display with FOBB�s at  
Gardeners World Live one year. (See below) 
 
6.4. 
Shows. 
The Swindon Bonsai Society has kindly invited us to 
hold our 2004 show alongside their Annual show. I 
believe next year is a special anniversary for their 
society and they want to make it a bigger and better 
event than usual. No date set as yet however it was  
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suggested that the first week in June would be 
preferable. Ray Beddow to confirm details. 
The RHS gardens at Rosemoor are putting on a two day 
event next year also to commemorate an anniversary 
and our Treasurer, Ray Jacobs has been approached, 
along with members of various Bonsai Societies in the 
South West to put on a display. R. J. to provide more 
details as and when received. 
Because of the ideal timing of the Gardeners World 
Live event in Birmingham it was felt that this would be 
an excellent opportunity to show the general public at 
large just what Satsuki are all about. It was stated that a 
joint venture with FoBB�s in the staging of the display 
would benefit both organisations: FoBB�s because they 
could put on a bigger stand and the SAS because we 
would get national exposure. Being a five day show it 
also means that the FoBB�s stewards would be utilized 
to look after our trees! This would be a very big event 
for a small Society like ours and a good deal of 
planning would need to be done before we could even 
consider this. R.B. to discuss options with FoBB�s 
committee members. 
Paul Eslinger suggested that Exbury Gardens might be 
approached as a possible venue for the 2005 show. P.B. 
to make enquiries. 
 
6.5. 
Wisley Trees. 
Alexander Kennedy raised the subject of 30 or so 
Satsuki that had been donated to Wisley some years ago 
and asked if anyone had seen or heard of them? It was 
decided it would be worth making enquiries out of 
curiosities sake. 
AGM Closed 12:30p.m. 
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