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Editor’'s ramblings...

Once again | have to start with apologies!
Apologies to all the new members who were beginning to
think 1 had run off with their money 7 | hope this, your first
issue was worth waiting for. Apologies to existing
members that have renewed their subscriptions and are still
waiting for membership cards and finally apologies to those
of you that havenot rene
over the last year were not good enough!

Trees growing like triffids and an energetic ten year old to
keep amused are the main reason for this late issue, along
with usual headaches of preparing trees for three shows in
two weeks! (Never again.)

Anyway, in this issue you will find the minutes from the
AGM held at the annual show in Swindon along with
pictures of some of the trees exhibited. Because Paul
Eslinger did such a good job with his show report last year
the committee requested, or should that be ordered, that he
does the same again this year! As | am still waiting for it
perhaps this will act as a reminder. Something to look
forward to in the next issue? (Sorry to put you on the spot
Paul, 1 know you are every bit as busy as the rest of us at
this time of year.)

Ray Beddow.
Editor.
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The Satsuki Azalea Society.

Annual General Meeting to be held on Saturday 5" June
2004
At
The Swindon bonsai Society Annual Show.

you thought my efforts

AGENDA

1. Apologies.

2. Minutes of the previous General Meeting.

3. Matters arising.

4. Treasurers Report.

5. Election of Committee Members.

6. Any other business.



: : 4. TREASURERS REPORT.

The SatSUKI Azalea SOCletV. Due to the Treasurers absence Ray Beddow read
through the accounts statement. These were accepted as
read. (A brief discussion ensued as to why only 6
Society members were present but it was felt that some

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Saturday

5" June 2004, 2:00p.m. ish! members might have decided to visit the Rosemoor
. . _At . event the following week instead of doing both shows)
The Swindon Bonsai Society Annual Show. Swindon. Proposed: Alex Kennedy.
Seconded: Paul Eslinger.
1. APOLOGIES.
lan Lyle. 5. ELECTION OF COMMITTEE.
Ray Jacobs is willing to continue as Treasurer.
2. MINUTES QF PREV'O_US_GENERAL MEETING. Ray Beddow will continue as Secretary for as long as
These having been distributed were taken as read. practical. (See issue 30 for reasons)
Proposed: Bob Thompson. Steve Davis is willing to continue as Chairman but
Seconded: Alex Kennedy. stated that job obligations might mean him working
overseas for an unspecified time. If this is the case Alex
3. MATTERS ARISING. L Kennedy agreed to step in if required.
Alex agreed to check out the Web site situation. The Committee were re-elected enbloc.
Exbury Gardens which were mentioned at the last (Normally | would state here the Proposer and
AGM as a possible show venue have not come back to Seconder but as | didnét recc
us as yet. Wisley was mentioned as a possible future guess we must have forgot to vote! Neverdmims
venue. _ _ nobody else wants the jobs | guess we are stuck with
The value of being members of FOBBS was raised. An them.)
explanation was given by Paul Esslinger as to why
FoBBS had not exhibited at either Chelsea or Gardeners 6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS.
World this year. (The main reason for us joining Ray Beddow confessed his worries regarding Annual
FOBBS was primarily to stage a joint exhibit at Shows being held in conjunction with other Societies.
GardenersthWorI_d in Birmingham.) However, as it is These are mainly the problems with guaranteeing trees in
FoBBS 257 anniversary next year they will be staging a flower and also guaranteeing enough trees to show. To this
show/shows so there was a unanimous decision from end he thanked Daii Ichi for once again getting us out of a
the floor to remain in FOBBS for at least one more year. mess as without them there would have been only trees

from three members on show. To avoid possible future
embarrassment Ray proposed that future
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shows be held at Daiil c hi 6s Nur ser.
between Redditch and Newbury. Bob Thompson said

he would be in favour of this suggestion but stated that

he thought Redditch would be a better option due to a
lack of space at Newbury.

Ray stated that he realised this proposal went against

the Societies aim of moving the show around the
country to give as many members as possible the
opportunity to visit but felt for the following reasons
this would be the right move.

1. Reasons given above re: embarrassment.

2. Without Daiil chi 6s i nvol vement
have been able to stage the last two shows. If for
any reason they were unable to attend a future
show it would be a disaster.

3. Very few members actually turn up yet alone
exhibit. (This is not a criticism, | fully
understand the reasons)

4. Daiil chi 06s Reddi
situated with
to be shown with the added bonus of Dai-I
trees & trade counter being in situ.

5. On a personal note, a regular show venue and
date will save me a lot of headaches & worry!

e s

t ch
pl enty of
chi O0s

After last years excellent show report by Paul he was
coerced, cajoled, persuaded, sweet-talked & ultimately
threatened with physical violence to write this years report.
Strangely he agreed.

AGM Closed at 2:30 ish!

a l

we

premises
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" Satsuki Azalea

Although | am relatively new to the world of Satsuki
Azaleas, the art of Bonsai has been my hobby for
approximately 20 years. Not being an expert | have many
different species of trees that | have nurtured and tended
over this period. In the last few years, maybe mellowing
with age, | have added several Azaleas (which | always
admired) to my collection. My bonsai friends say it" s my
oSatsuki period obut | think by
they think I° m going soft . | am having great enjoyment
discovering the delights of my Azaleas and thought | would

W Ostiate dith ywouomty understanding of their care .| am also
open to any aadvice to help me improve my knowledge.

The satsuki azalea, genus Rhododendron indicum, is one of
the most sought after and maybe most satisfying of all
bonsai subjects. Among its reasons for popularity is that it
flowers spectacularly. In addition, the plant adapts well to
cornt%iner %:uléivgtigl], trunks thicken substantially in a
relatively short erloalA f time, and_if adapts well to

room fSlPosrtantizW reoorpan(fbrrar?cr?prur%inrg §h@ will bud back with

exceptional vigour on old wood. Its primary disadvantages
for bonsai is that the branches are relatively brittle and the
bark thin and tender. For this reason, great care must be
taken when wiring and shaping branches. Aluminium wire
rather than copper is a good idea as is the liberal use of
padding such as raffia.

There is very little difference between rhododendron and
azaleas species. However, Azaleas are smaller leaved in
stature, thus making them prime candidates for the bonsai
artist. Generally speaking, Azaleas are divided into two
kinds... Satsuki and Kurme. Satsuki is a Japanese term
which means "fifth month”, or late spring... the time that
most, but not all, satsuki flower. Satsuki have become the

6 Continued on page 9.
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A selection of trees from the 2004 show. Sorry if the

background puts you off a bit!




most popular for bonsai followed closely by the Kurme
varieties. There are literally hundreds of different varieties
of both species, mostly grouped according to the shape and
colours of their flowers.

Because of their ability to bud back readily on old wood,
azaleas are very "collectable”, particularly from shrubs and
plantings around private homes. Collected trees with
massive trunks can be cut back almost to stumps and will
still develop hundreds of new shoots and branches if
cultivated properly.

Styles:

Azaleas can be adapted to almost any bonsai styles. Most
common however seem to be informal uprights, multi-
trunks (partly due to the plants growth habit) and cascade.

Transplanting:

Azaleas like a somewhat acidic soil. | have personally had
good success with a 50 50 mix of akadama and kanamu
when repotting Azaleas grow fine fibrous feeder roots with
very few large roots. They can withstand substantial root
pruning, although it should be done in the early spring, just
before or after the tree finishes flowering. If you choose to
transplant before the tree flowers, it is advisable to remove
all flower buds so as to avoid placing an unnecessary strain
on the plant. The roots systems grow vigorously and will
probably need transplanting and root pruning ever two
years.

Water and Light Requirements:

The tree should be watered at least once a day throughout
the growing season to insure that the soil remains moist...
but not soggy. Azaleas do not like to dry out. If allowed to
do so, the fine fibrous roots will soon shrivel and die. They
will do well in a bright location that is filtered from direct
sunlight. When the plant is in flower it is essential to keep
it sheltered from the rain to keep the petals in pristine
condition.

Feeding:

Feed your azalea at least every other week in the springtime
until flowering. Do not feed while in flower. Thereafter,
monthly feedings will be adequate. You should use an acid
based fertilizer such as Mir-acid, Bio-gold, or Satsuki-toa
In the late summer or early autumn, reduce nitrogen from
the fertilizer mixture and begin increasing the amounts of
phosphorus and potassium. This will help the tree to set
buds and blossoms for next season.

Winter Care:

Azaleas are generally hardy in the U K. Once dormant, they
should be placed in a protected location Take care where
you store your azaleas in winter. Mice and rabbits find the
soft bark of the azaleas particularly tasty. For those who
want to keep their bonsai indoors year-round, the azalea is
a willing subject. A cool window and plenty of light is the
rule for keeping an azalea indoors during the winter
months, as is the need for frequent misting and high
humidity. Warm by day cool by night.
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Shaping and Maintenance:

It is important to make clean cuts with a sharp tool and to
seal all larger wounds to the tree with Lac Balsam or some
other wound sealant immediately. After the tree finishes
flowering, it is important to remove all the dead flowers at
the flower's base, to prevent the tree from forming seeds

Here are some popular varieties of satsuki azaleas
Satsuki ‘chinzan' - small deep pink flowers with red throats
Satsuki 'hakurei' - creamy white flowers

Satsuki 'kaho' - large trumpet like flowers in pale soft
shades of pink and white

Satsuki 'kazan' - small red flowers
Satsuki 'kinsai' - deeply cut red flowers
Satsuki 'wakaebisu' - salmon pink flowers

Satsuki ‘aikoku' - white flower with pink stripes

Cliff Farley

Cliff is a recent member of the Society and a much
travelled one. He, along with some friends came all the way
from Northern Irelandd our two day event in Birmingham
last year and their presence was much appreciated. CIiff |
know went to the Bauwens Satsuki event in Belgium so now
that you are a regular contributor 1 am hoping for a
report?

Ed.
11

HOLIDAY CARE

| read with interest, your account of your trees suffering
while you were away on holiday. Since | started keeping
Satsuki os | find it a | ot
a lot of time worrying about what is happening to my trees
while 1 dm away. | tring Bystemsaare
not infallible and | had all sorts of disasters with my old
system with pipes becoming disconnected, bad leaks and
power cuts disrupting the normal functioning of the system.
There was also the worry about thieves discovering the
location of my prize bonsai despite the fact that all were
carefully concealed in various shady corners of the garden.
It is obviously much better if one can rely on a relative or
neighbour to keep an eye on things but someone who is not
versed in the art of watering trees in shallow pots can often
neglect to water often enough despite the best of intentions.
The other alternative, which | have also tried, is to take
trees to a nearby bonsai nursery that offers holiday care.
This is fine so long as you only have a few trees to take.
When you have a fairly large collection transport becomes
something of a nightmare with several journeys having to
be made and trees arriving with various bits missing if you
are not careful. 1 have heard that other bonsai enthusiasts
take their holidays in the winter but this still leaves you
with the worry of watering if trees are kept in a frost free
greenhouse and, if they are not kept in a frost free
greenhouse, there is the worry about frost! The only real
solution to the problem is not take holidays at all! | have
recently moved house. Moving my trees also posed quite a
problem though fortunately a friend with a van was
extremely helpful. Removal men who moved the remainder
of my large plant collection were very casual about the
whole thing and mostly just shoved plants into the van
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without putting them into crates or boxes. Quite a few
plants arrived loose in their pots and one arrived without its
pot at all so goodness knows what happened to that! The
fact that the van had had an accident en route may have had
something to do with it but I
the future and most of my plants will now be planted out

and stay here permanentl y. As
know. Really it does not make sense to keep adding to
oneds <collection when caring

rather than a pleasure but then Spring comes around again

and the Satsukids start to bl oom.

there is always some new variety you can find to tempt
you.

I am now busy building fences and installing locked gates
and I am hoping | may find someone really close by who
shares my love of these plants and maybe we could share
some sort of reciprocal holiday care. (Not that | will be able
to afford a holiday for the foreseeable future!!) It is
unlikely, however, and | suspect that members of this
society are spread far and wide. Anybody out there live in
North Hampshire?

Penny Millson.
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And finally...

For those of you that haven
to say that this will be your last issye. I know from long )
pefiehcd on $6Cidly Cdmmiftebs $h&t mdmbers BofePahd” 1 N
go and that what was once an all consuming passion one
day"y easify dverBdnknly Qe new in®r&iNPedse feel
free to come backwoayaboatthy t i me
fdctbeccwes| ax PIWOPVEMe you al l
person! go_nlyjoking)

0t Nholdliké" t8 thank® Qift tind Pelln§ For thel? d
contributions. Many of y ou W
excellent cartoons in past issues. The one included here
goes very well with her article.

Ed.

When you keep Satsukibs it
holiday!



