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Editor’s ramblings....

Fancy a Bonsai Tour of Japan? In this issue | have
included details of a tour that is happening next year. | am
reliably informed by the organizers that there are still
places available. You will also see that | have mooted the
idea of a Satsuki tour. Please let me know what you think.
Al so included is a picture of a
trees. Sue is one of our oldest members. Whoops, what |
mean is Sue has been a loyal member since the start of the
Soci ety and fiorhthesphote that she Idves s e e
Satsuki.
It would be nice to receive more photos of me mb drees s
with maybe a few words about them, i.e. variety, how old,
any problems etc.
At the last Show Brenda Eslinger was kind enough to give
me a copy of a brochure from the Floriade show in Holland
in 2002. The city of Kanuma were exhibiting there and as
the article tied in nicely with my suggestion above | have
copied it for you.
With Winter coming it a timely reminder to start thinking
about protecting your trees. It “ s al so ti me f or me
thinking about next years Show/AGM. You will see on
page 3 that | have made a couple of suggestions. Your
thoughts would be much appreciated.

Ray Beddow.
Editor.
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2005 Annual show.

At the AGM held earlier this year | (Secretary) suggested

that in future the Annual Show and AGM be held a Dai-

l chi®s Nursery in Redditch in:
Bonsai Society. This was not a selfish decision on my part,
the fact that I live less than 20 miles away from Redditch
Bad, nethirg to gla withsity konests Mo, therreal feasen for
this proposal was that each year, as Secretary, | live with
the fear that one year we are going to turn up without a
flower in sight or worse, no members turn up at all!

At this years show at Swindon only one member had trees
suitable for display and only a handful turned up for the
AGM. Pl ease don"t get me
only a few members attend, and the reason that only one
member had trees on show was down to the fact that other
members trees were either over or not yet in flower!

Once again Dai-Ichi got us out of the poo by providing
95% of the trees on display. Without there support we
would not have had a show.

But what if, for some reason, they were not able to attend?
We wewmbd be in big trouble, th
An event at Dai-Ichi would be more of a get together than a
show. Members can still bring trees along to display but I
would not have the worry about letting down a fellow
Society if the timing is wrong.

Having given the reasons
involved with another Societies show | have to tell you that
the Midland have asked if we would like to join them again
next year! In 2003 we held an informal gathering at Dai-
Ichi on the day before our Show held locally with the
Mi dl and at the B"ham Botanical
were there would agree with me that it was a most

enjoyable day. The only problem next year would be timing

WTr 0ng

above
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again. The Midlands show is on June 19". Much later than
ideal.

So what | propose we do is have our informal
meeting/AGM as planned at Dai-Ichi this year in late
May/early June and see how it goes. At least the timing will
be right for those wishing to bring trees along and those at
the nursery should all be in bloom as well.

I “ m s ulchewillD@lli manage a good show at the
Midland whatever the time of year.

Members Trees.

Thanks go to Sue Bateman for sending the photo below of
t wo Shi n heNaoughtkaboltsl?2 ysars ago. They
certainly look happy enough so you must be doing
something right Sue!

Trip to Japan?

Some of you will have noticed a rather brief advert in the

latest issue of Bonsai Europe for a Budget Bonsai Tour to

Japan on the 8" February 2005.

For any of you that might be interested the following is

what the tour includes:

1 Visit to Kinashi Bonsai Village — the largest Bonsai
village in Japan (over 270 gardens)

9 Visit to Omiya Bonsai Village — Bonsai village near
Tokyo.

1 Entry to Kokufu Bonsai-ten — the biggest annual bonsai
event in Japan.

T Guided tours of Kyot o,
former ancient capital)

9 Visit to Korakuen — o n e of Japan

celebrated gardens.

Travel on Japaanrfs famou

8 nights hotel accommodation (4 nights Kyoto and 4

nights Tokyo)

Japanese Breakfast daily.

Welcome dinner on first night of arrival and Farewell

dinner on last night.

9 Scheduled return non-stop Economy class flights with
Japan Airlines.

91 Airport transfers from Osaka Airport to Kyoto on
arrival and from Tokyo to Narita Airport (Tokyo New
International) on departure.

= =4

= =4

T Services of a knowl edgeabl e

throughout.

All this is for what | believe to be an excellent price of
£1,385 per person on a shared room basis.
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If any of you are interested you can contact the organizers
at:

Japan Journeys Limited.

Victory House,

14, Leicester Place,

London.

WC2H 7BZ
Alternatively you can either call them on 0207 437 5453 or
visit the web site at www.japanjourneys.co.uk

I first heard about this tour six or so weeks ago and have
been in touch with the organizers regarding a possible trip
later in the year to coincide with Satsuki shows.

Having spoken to Alex about the best time to go & show to
see etc he recommended that we try to time the trip to see
the two biggest Satsuki shows, - The Kanuma Satsuki
Festival in late May and the Satsuki Festival in early June.
The company said they would be happy to arrange a tour
based around Satsuki Shows if | could get sufficient
numbers interested and also provide an itinerary. Obviously
the price would be higher than that above because we
would be going at a more popular tourist time of the year.
They did say however that depending on numbers the cost
should not be much different.

Since that time | have tried to get info from the Kanuma
Satsuki Association Office with no luck. Japan Journeys
have tried ringing them and the Kanuma City Office, also
with no success.

On thinking about it though, it is probably a bit short notice
to organize a trip for next year but would any of you be
interested in one in 20067 If enough of you were it would
give us plenty of time to organize an itinerary, assuming we
can get details, and also give you time to save!
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| know the Society tried to organize a trip some years ago
without success but if memory serves me well | think the
price for that one was in excess of £2000. maybe if we can
get somewhere £1500 more people will be interested.

If anyone is interested, let me know. Also if any of you go
on the aforementioned trip, above an article with pictures
would be nice.

Just to whet your appetite, the following are articles I lifted
from various sources. The first is from the geocities website
describing the shows in question. They can be found at
WwWw.geocities.com

The second is from the show brochure of the Kanuma
Satsuki Association who exhibited at Floriade 2002. The
article is a brief history of Kanuma Cities association with
Satsuki and the reason for its importance.

MAY
Kanuma Satsuki Festival - Late May in Kanuma
This is the second largest flowering satsuki azalea exhibit
held in Japan. It is sponsored by the city of Kanuma in
Tochiga Prefecture about an hour's train ride north of
Tokyo. The festival lasts ten days and begins the last week
of May. The Kanuma Satsuki Festival is held at the Kaboku
(Flowering Tree) Centre. The display of outstanding
flowering satsuki azaleas is held in an attractive exhibition
hall over looking a spacious sales area. See the description
of the Koju-ten to learn more about the sales area.
There are 1106 registered and officially recognized
varieties of satsuki azaleas in Japan. Many of these will be
in full flower at this festival. This is an unusual opportunity
to see and appreciate the great diversity and range of flower
colours and flower types. This is a very popular festival and
as such it attracts a large audience. If possible, visit this
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exhibition during the week as the weekends are especially
crowded.

JUNE

Satsuki Festival - in Tokyo

This is the largest and finest of all the flowering satsuki
azalea exhibitions in Japan. This seven-day display is held
in early June in the large Ueno Park or, more precisely,
near the large pond in a section known as Ikenohata Park. It
is one of the few major bonsai exhibitions that are held out-
of-doors. The display trees are under open shelters. Here
one can see the flowering satsuki azaleas at their very best.
It is easy to see why these azaleas are so popular. After
viewing this exhibit the subtle differences between the
various varieties can become blurred to the novice satsuki
enthusiast; however, to the more experience satsuki fancier,
it is a rare opportunity to compare and contrast the floral
diversity found among these plants. Hobbyists compete for
one of the coveted Supreme Prize of Excellence or lower
ranking Prize of Excellence.

This festival is organized by the Japan Satsuki Association
and is open to hobbyists throughout Japan. You may well
be greeted by one of the young satsuki ladies from the
Japan Satsuki Association as you enter and tour this
display. Caution, there are a large assortment of tempting
plants available for sale along with all of the necessary
supplies, equipment, tools, and pots needed for growing
these beauties. Demonstrations are held periodically
throughout the seven-day exhibit. In typically Japanese
fashion, a beautiful, profusely illustrated photo album is
published for each year.

Kanuma City and the Satsuki Flower.

Kanuma City is
located in the middle
of the largest island
(Honshu) of Japan,
100 kilometres north
of the capital Tokyo.
It is adjacent to
renowned World
Heritage Site,
Nikko. With an area
of approximately 3133 square kilometres it is a prosperous
town maintaining a history of traditional craftwork.
Kanuma takes pride in it
historical artefacts and buildings remain intact, as well as
the many remaining cultural assets of neighbouring Nikko.
Of particular interest are the elaborate and beautifully
carved wooden floats made by craftsmen in the traditional
manner.

In acknowledgement of the Satsuki (azalea) as a symbol of
Kanuma, the Kanuma Satsuki Association was formed to
work in conjunction with the people of Kanuka to promote
the Satsuki flower. Every year the Kanuma Satsuki Festival
is held in the city, hosting more than 400,000 people from
all over Japan.

The popularity of the Satsuki went through various cycles
t hroughout
became mai nstream
narrow petal flower became more popular. It seems that as
new types develop they experience popularity in 20-year
cycles. Some reasons that
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http://www.japan-satsuki.com/

decline are; there are many different types, it is possible to
have one tree with flowers of many colour, shape and
pattern varieties, they are easily created as Bonsai
(miniature cultivated trees) and new strains are easily bred
by cross cultivation. In addition to this the Satsuki is easily
cultivated by planting a branch directly into soil without
roots. Therefore choosing which branch you want can
easily control form and colour.

The original plant ‘
“Sattsuuktis u jLARETTET TR
now simplified to % -
Satsuki, was e -, o
traditionally found on Rk o/ s TR €0 i
the main island of bl i
Japan, Honshu, ;
growing in the natural - -
valleys formed | 4 N
between mountains. It
was small, shrub-like and evergreen. The Tsutsuji plant
family has been plentiful throughout Japan and has been
grown from a long time ago. The current day Satsuki is a
variety of these.

e,

An article written in 1677 (A Friend of the Autumn night
featured the Satsuki extensively. Another article written in
1692 (The Brocade Pilloystates that there are 174 kinds
of Tsutsuji type and 161 kinds of Satsuki type azaleas.
Included in the Tsutsuji-type azaleas are the Rhododendron
obtusum, Rhododendron kaempfeand a deciduous type
azalea. After that period, azaleas were taken to Europe and
many new types were born, for example the Belgian Indian
Hybrid.

Although the azalea declined for a while with the
disturbance caused by the feudal Lord Tokugawa“s | a
stage, the cultivation was revived in producin% districts
such as Kanuma City in the beginning of the 20" Century.
In 1918, Kanuma started producing the volcanic pumice-
like soil (called Kanuma Tsuchi) for gardening. From that
time on, Kanuma was able to produce excellent Satsuki,
and became Japan®s foremost az

Each year, improvements were repeatedly made in
crossbreeding and over 2000 varieties have been produced.
Recently, Rhododendron eriocalpunvas crossed with the
Belgian Azalea and a new species was made. Many new
types have been produced by the cooperation of Satsuki
enthusiasts and breeders.

Kanuma Tsuchi keeps only the necessary moisture between

soi l granul es and excess moi st
unique qualities are due to many lumps of earth bubbling

and settling after volcano eruptions many years ago. This

soil is suited to Satsuki cultivation as it is kept in excellent

condition because the deposit was deep and the volcanic

ash of high quality. These characteristics and conditions are
indispensable for the cultivation of Satsuki.

The reason for Kanumabs i mport
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Winter care.

| “ve mentioned before that
protection at about the time the clocks go back and bring
them out in Spring when they go on.

This year was no exception. Here in the Midlands we had

our first hard frost on Bonfire night and only yesterday
(18/11/04) we had our first Snow.

Don"t get me wrong, this- doesn-”

coddled. Big trees go into an open sided lean-to so,
although kept dry they do get the full effects of wind and
temperature.

Small, young trees and rooted cuttings on the other hand do
get the luxury of greenhouse protection, albeit unheated.
The only time | stray from this regime is if we have
constant, below freezing temperatures for days on end. In
that situation the big boys go into the greenhouse. (If I can
find room.)

Plymouth Show demo trees.

Those of you who were at the Plymouth show in 1998 will
no doubt remember the three demo trees that were worked
on. What happened to them?

I only mention this because | know what happened to one
of them, it was given to the National Bonsai Collection in
Birmingham. As one of the volunteers that regularly visit
the collection to carry out basic maintenance | have been
able to keep an eye on it*"
news is not good. Although the tree flowers each year it has
never really looked healthy and has lost a few branches. |
know it has been repotted once in the six years but to the
best of my knowledge it has never been properly
pruned/wired/shaped etc.
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Having made my feelings known on more than a couple of
occasions the Committee of the Friends of the National

C(oIBecth Qp\fe |n|mg¢d a new écge@e touslﬁr[j n@x,t year

wher'e xperienced bonsai gr c
tree.
You"ve guessed i tGodheljhmeif$fat suki
Kill it!

Because the responsibility is now down to me now to do all

m B NRCESSATY, wogk | hauadit it yvpuld make, a gpog diary

subject for this magazine. Everything I do I will photograph

and report on so you can see exactly what | am getting up

to and what progress the tree is making.

To help me get this idea off the ground it would be great if

anyone who took photos of the trees at Plymouth could

forward prints or scanned copies. Although | was there |

was Vvideoing the event and did
Anyway, as | said, | take over stewardship next year so the

first task will be re-potting in Spring.

Wish me luck!

Web site.
Just a quick word about a site | came across the other day. —
, Bonsai book of the day. "
lt*"s a sort of ,What happened
history." The idea is that you
Pprogr easlsSyoudtintth alppleaee . t obsa¥ushg | ha

365 days but the ones I did look at were mildly interesting.

Give it a go and see what you think.

l't*"s got amwowmddt medr gesg Wit h.
easier to enteray,"Boinns asancyb ocofk tolt
engines.
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A selection of trees And finally.....

from the Kanuma
brochure. D o nkhotwv
if any of these were
actually at the show.

The more observant amongst you will have noticed
that, apart from the photograph from Sue, this issue has
been all my own work, again! Come on; help me out a bit,
photos, articles, Ford Escort for sale, anything!

l sn"t it f unn yourhmind ands o me t i |
memory plays tricks on you? You see things and then years
later you think of something that you are convinced is your
idea but actually it i s .nl Wds convinced that | had come
up with the design for our Society badge last year but when
sorting through some papers recently, came across a fax
Alex had sent me regarding badge design way back in
February 1999.
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Cultivar : Hikari no Tsukasa

Merits  : light pink to variegation with white or strong pink
stripes, and deep pink selves, star shaped,
narrowly pointed lobes

Parents : sport of Nikko.

| have to admit that 1 had completely forgotten
about it but sub conscientiously the design must have stuck

Cultivar : Nikko in my mlnd.

Merits  : strong pink to variegation with white or light pink )
: >:'i1:c\.\lmid tdcupl pml\lwl\ es. :p:lc‘«‘.‘d Inhc.: ' SO, rather belatedly, thank yOU A|EX fOI’ the deSlgn

Compact growth.
Parents : sport of Kozan

Ed.

T/’I &
Satsuki

Aza le

Society

Cultivar : Hi-Korin

Merits  : vivid red, star shaped, narrowly pointed lobes,
under Scm across. Narrow leaves, autumnal color
of leaves are beautiful.

Parents : sport of Korin

Cultivar : Chinzan

Merits : deep pink with darker blotch, flower and leaf size A | e @RI@INAL d es | g n. Y ou h ave t C
rather small than Osakazuki. _— .
Parents : spot of Osakazuki very close to what we ended up with!
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