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Editor’'s ramblings....

| have often mentioned in this part of the magazine
various excuses for being late with getting issugs | now
have two new ones — first, my son started senioo@ahis
September. | had now idea how much homework this
would involve me doing! Secondly, for my birthday
recently, my wife (bless her) bought me a motorized
treadmill' | think this was her unsubtle way ofliteg me
something!!! _Anyway it's here now.
For years | have envied editors of the major magemi
when, because of their global circulation, they o@mtion
in articles that certain facts stated are relevantertain
areas of the world and should be adjusted for ether
Well now | can do the same.
I'm sure you will join me in welcoming Wendy, owatést
member all the way from New Zealand. Wendy has
promised to send an article on the differencesystr&
tribulations of Satsuki growing in the southern Ieghere.
I’'m sure this will be interesting to all of us. dukink, as |
write this | can see thick frost on the ground migsbut
Wendy is almost in mid summer! (see “and finally)...”
On behalf of the committee | would like to take sthi
opportunity to wish you all a happy and prosperoaw
year.

Ray Beddow.
Editor.
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Book review.

At this years AGM | was loaned a copy of “Japanese
Satsuki Bonsai” by Hiro Kobayashi to review. As ywill
know, bonsai books dedicated to Satsuki are few fand
between so this was a bit of a treat for me.

As the title suggests, this book has been writpatically

for the Japanese
grower but don't be
put off by that as

JAPANESE virtually everything
SATSUKI BONSAI in it is relevant to

growers in the West.
The book starts with
a section on styles
suitable for Satsuki
but then the
remainder of the first
half is dedicated to
creating and care of
bonsai using field
grown  specimens.
Even though we are
not lucky enough to
be able to go to the
nearest nursery and
- choose a plant
growing in open ground we can learn from the stylin
pruning and re-potting advice given.
Personally, | like to learn the Japanese termsherthings
I’'m doing and seeing when working with bonsai seds
happy to find, (after sections on Pruning, Graftiagd
routine maintenance all of which can be found iheot
publications) a section on technical words and sgsal

HOW TO GROW SATSUKI BONSAI

AND
AN INTRODUCTION TO THEIR VARIETIES

§19.95
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know | will never remember them but it's nice tovhaa
reference you can call on when coming across Japane
terms in other publications. | have copied let#ers | here,
hopefully, if I remember, | will include J — Y irhé next
issue. | have also copied the sections on Flowaresa&
types and details of tree feature terms.

My overall view of this publication was favourablges
there is a lot of spelling & grammar mistakes doigoor
translation from the Japanese but the content aatity of
photographs more than make up for the mild irotati
caused. The book finishes with the obligatory “Fapu
Varieties” section, many of which are availablehe UK.
Unfortunately, because | only borrowed it | hadgtee it

back, (Damn you Bob Thompson — you were supposed to

forget) This book is a worthy edition to add to rAlex
Kennedy collection and a must for Satsuki growers.
Dai-Ichi was selling this publication back in thensmer
for £19-99 — | only hope they still have copies nthat |
have reviewed it. It might be available at otherngm
nurseries but | would suggest a call to the abowaldvbe
worthwhile first.

Just as an aside, there is a website mentiondw ihdok.
www.tochinoha-shobo.com

Unfortunately, this is an entirely Japanese site Smme
nice photos. There is however pictures of a verme ni
looking 2006 Satsuki Calendar. | wonder if a certai
nursery will be offering these for sale?

Technical words used for Bonsai in Japan.

fkadamatsuchi [#FREL ] Tvpe of soil normally used for
bonsai that is very porosity with good moisture reten
tion,

Araki [ 14 ] Collected from a field and is potted for the
first time. A tree that is to be trained for the first time,
A new tree.
B

Bankon[ #8 #B ] The state of mass roots where thick
roots have combined together.
E

Eda[ #% ] Branch.

Edajun [ #f ] The sequence of the branching.
H

Hachi [ 8% ] Pot.

Hachiage [ 8% EF ] Potting.

Hanagara [ €4/ ] Pattern of flower.

Hanagata [ TEfZ ] Shape of flower.

Harigane [ & ] A wire.

Haruba [ FEE ] The leaves coming out at Spring,
Happonebari [ /AB5#R3RY ] The overall condition of roots
situated radially and forming in a good location.

/

Imieda [ &&H#% ] Visually displeasing and awkward.

These branches are removed during styvling.
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Edakubari (All)

Jushin (Core of trunk)

—— Jukan (Top part of Tree)

Mae-eda
(Branch at front)

Yaku-edad -
(Branches
forming)

Imi-eda

(Bad branch) Yaku-eda
(Branches for
forming)

Uke-eda

S
forming)

Ushiro-eda
(Branch at rear)

Kiki-eda(First branch)

Tachiagari

Nebari (roots)

Varieties of Imi-eda (Bad branch) branches

PP

Kuruma-eda Kannuki-eda Kasanari-eda Sakasa-eda Karami-eda
(Wheel Spoke branch) (Rod branch) (Parallel branch) (Reverse growth branch) (Crossing branch)

SPUIEDICY

Mae-eda Tachi-eda Sagari-eda Mikikiri-eda
(Split hair branch) (Upward growth branch)  (Downward growth branch) (Reverse cross branch)
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Mystery Growth:

This year, for the first time, | noticed a peculieaf gall or
growth which appeared on my Satsuki's and, follagvin
Ray'’s request for articles in the last newslettelecided to
put finger to keyboard and produce an article whjol
may find interesting.

Let me say that | am not an expert in these ma#tedsthe
findings relayed in this article have come mairrigni the
internet and searches on several websites, and vamy o
experience and panic when | saw it ruining the tinas
from which the new growth appears after flowering.







This picture shows the fungal growth, ‘Exobasidium
Vaccinii’, from one of my trees, which is approwice full
size.

(I can’'t guarantee this any more as I've messed adoa
bit to fit it in! Ed.)

It starts as an informal swelling or growth inelapring to
early summer; although the picture below was takethe
20" October 2005 so can obviously occur at any time of
year if conditions are right. It soon swells to almut
shaped gall. As you can see the colour in the pacabove
is slightly lighter than the green of a normal gktdeaf to
start with, this then becomes covered with a whiigar,
(see picture below) this is the stage when thedlusgores
are released into your tree and container, andsnding
areas, where they remain to start again next yéwmy then
turn a red/brown colour and shrivel to nothingreg €nd of
their life cycle.

You can partially prevent the re-occurrence by Wpia
with a fungicide, according to web sites | havated; just
before the emergence of new growth after flowerorgjou
can remove the galls as they appear by hand aratebef
they form spores. Make sure that they are dispaxed
safely or burnt do natompost them.

If you are unfortunate enough to have a severelatteen
you will lose a lot of new growth which will redudée
flowering and styling potential for the followingegr.

Be vigilant and you will catch any growth before it
becomes a major problem.

This is what | call the Icing Sugar Stage.

If other members have come across this fungusoand/
have treated it | would like to know how, when amith
what and if it re-occurred after treatment.

Nb. Please wash your hands after reading thidertic

Barry Toghill.

Not one that I've seen before! | do know howevat there
have been a lot of problems with Satsuki this y&de
following was taken from a letter received from Pen
Millson recently.

“l have had a couple of problems with trees notipgton
any vegetative growth and would be grateful if amy@an
suggest any remedies for that. | usually feed \Bidhgold
and also now spray with Vitax a seaweed fertiliSéns
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seems to be effective in greening up the foliagel lman’t
say that it has had a noticeable effect on actaalin.”

There are so many things that can affect growth aptart
from feeding regimes, watering, light, temperatete

Actually, this question leads me nicely into ancdetl was
going to put at the end but I might as well slipnithere.

Regular readers will know of my penchant for trying

different things, well my new year’s resolution faext
year (how'’s that for timing) is to only try one expnent at
a time! Let me explain. Normally | display my treesa
semi-shaded position but this year for the finstetil left 30
young trees (5-10 years old) in full sun. Unfortiehg |
also decided to change my feeding regime at the sane
— big mistake! Not a mistake in a bad way becauisgd0a
trees are in excellent health with masses of plimgs
which should give a brilliant show next year. Thelgem
is, was it the full sun or the feeding? Like marfyyou |
have always used Biogold but this year | have ttsthg
chicken manure pellets instead, placed on the ceiidathe
soil. Next year | will try to be a bit more sciditiand feed
some with Biogold and the others with chicken pldblet
you know the results.
Ed.

P.S.
If any of you have any experience of Barry’'s or mes

problems please write in, likewise, if you have rbee

experimenting with different fertilizers please ¢ know.
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The Satsuki Azalea Society

Minutes of Annual General Meeting, held 11 June5280
Dai-Ichi Bonsai

Centre in Redditch

Matters Arising

Discussion as to the future of the Satsuki Spa@even
the low attendance at satsuki shows and relatedteve
Among the options raised was to suspend activityafgear
or so to see if interest would resurface. This aptivas
rejected as it was felt the end result would bented
decline. The unanimous decision was to keep Satsuki
Society going and continue to explore avenuesihousite
growth and interest.

Satsuki shows - discussion as to any possitilgico for
annual show attendance and venues. It was pointiethat
in 2005, the only scheduled satsuki show was th&1AG
suggestion raised was to look at doing smaller,enocal
shows. Another suggestion was to rekindle theiogiship
with FOBBS: communication would need to be worked
from both sides so that both could benefit from ualit
support. It was confirmed that the Satsuki Socwebyld
be rejoining FoBBS. There were queries on what's
changing in the FOBBS Constitution and why.

In summary: this is becoming a more open doc@men
moving day-to-day management of the Federation into
rules which could be set by the committees. Thera i
move to formalise and structure the different dassf
membership as well as create branch memberships It
also being updated to reflect current law.

The new Society website is available, many thanks t
Maurice Cooke who is the webmaster. The URL is:
<http://www.satsuki-azalea-society.orgzuk
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There is a need to populate the site with neteany
contributions are welcome. A suggestion was madset
up reciprocal links with FOBBS and other complerent
bonsai sites.

Another suggestion for profile-raising was totaxt like-
minded societies in other countries and build upogean
links.

Treasurer's Report
As the Treasurer was not present, the accotetsnsent
was not available.

Minutes of Last Meeting
The Minutes of the 2004 AGM were agreed.

Election of Committee

The current committee members were willing endtfor
re-election and the entire committee was re-eleand
bloc. Should any members of the society wish ts@nt
themselves as future candidates, they would be most
welcome - please contact either the Chairman or the
Secretary to express interest.
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And finally.....

As | allured to on page one, as | write this weehier the
Midlands are in our seventh consecutive day of Welo
freezing temperatures, however we are fairing betten
some! With heavy snow causing chaos in many pdirtiseo
country it looks like the weathermen’s forecastaatally
hard winter could be right this year. Mind you, theeem
to have been promising this every year for agethegre
bound to get it right sometime. News reports shoat t
Cornwall has been particularly hard hit so perhapscan
expect an article from the Chairman in the New Year
surviving the ice age in the South West?
As | have mentioned before, my trees go into winter
quarters when the clock goes back so on tHe N6y my
larger trees went into what | call the shade ho(tke, wife
calls it the mansion!) and the younger trees go iah
unheated greenhouse. This procedure has been dmne f
many years but if we do get the promised artic ¢t |
will probably cover them with horticultural fleeesd hope
for the best.

Ed.

P.S.
Some of you have told me of difficulties gettingtmithe

website recently. | am reliably informed that itnew up
and running again so give it a try.
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