Any communmicantions relating 1o the Newsletter, or on anv other

aspect of the society. can be addressed 1o either -

Mr Ray Beddow
secretary
The Satsuki Azalea Society
123 Barrs Road. Cradiev Heath,
West Midlands B64 TEZ
Tel: 01384 569324
Mr. Steve Davies
Chairman
Tel: 01752361 713
o
The newsletter editor -
Alexander Kennedy
Splatt Pottery, Tresmeer
Launceston, Cormwall PLIS 80X
Tel or Fax: 01366 781440

REMEMBER:-

If you cannot attend the AGM on 17th June, please

let us have your opinions.

The

Satsuki

Newsletter

[ssue Seventeen




Dear Members,

This has been the most difficult newsletter | have produced for the
Satsuki Society.

This is not only the bécause it includes the announcement that we are
abandoning our pational show doe to have been held in Manchester |
also teel 1 have 1o raise the serious guestion as to whether out society
can continue at all in its present form

Crver the past couple of vears I have repeatedly asked for contributions
from the membership for this newsletter, with very little result. Apan
from a show, the newslatter 15 the onaly regular function of the societv 1
feel I can no longer keep generating items of interest on a regular basis
and will be standing down from my position as editor at the AGM. If
une or more peaple are not prepared to take on this function then perhaps
the society will not be able 1o continug. T would still be prepared to
produce articles on a regular basis if this was required but | can no
longer cope with filling a newsleter on a regular basis.

Bearing in mind that our membership has tallen over the last couple of
vears, | would like all members 1o grve serious consideration to the
matter of the society's future, IF you cannot geét to the AGM in
Birmingham on the [Tth June, can you please communicate vour
thoughts to the Secretary or Chairman

Alevander Kevmedy
Ediror




Special Notice

from the Chairman

[t is with great regret that | must inform vou this soctety will not new
be staging its annual exhibition as part of the FOBBS National Bonsai
event in Manchester.

This decision has not been taken lightly. After a great deal of discussion
with the other officers | felt that cur concemns over the event and the
difficulties that had arisen over transpoit wele too great.

Conecerns over the poor advertising of the event have been growing for
several months, It is clear that many bonsa enthusiasts and even entire
societies were not aware that the Nanonal Bonsa Exhibition was being
held in Manchester this year A couple ot small pieces on the event
have appeared in the “Bonsai” magazine but these only szemed 1o
mention the fact that it was a FOBBS event as an embarrased
aflerthought, The only other adventising seen has been a poorly designed
AS flyer which i3 not of the standard expected for 2 major National
evenL.

In none of this advertising is the MNational Satsuki Exhibition
mentioned at all!

The other very big concern with Manchester has been the difficulty in
communicating with the organisers. Telephone numbers have been
constantly uncbtainable and e-mails have taken weeks to get an answer
Apan from the lack of mformation, this causes severe wormies about
the efficiency of other aspects of the orgamsation.

The thing that finally prompted our withdrawal was the decision of
Plymouth Bonsal Society to pull out of the show Plymouth members
were very troubled by the low key nature of the event and felt thar they
were bemg asked to risk several hundred pounds of their member's
money on an event of uncertain stature. Most of the Satsuki for our
show were 1o come from the South-West and the plan was to share
transport with Plymouth and ger their members 1o assist with collection
and Inading trees. Their withdrawal was really the last straw for us

Society AGM

Sunday 17th June 2001
at 12.00 noon

Pulling out of the Manchester show left us with 2 problem for holding
ot ACN

Fortunately, Midlands Bonsai Society and our Secretary have come to
the rescue

The AGM will now be held at Bamungham Botsmcal Gardens on Sum-
day 17th June dunne the Midlands B S. show. In addition 1o the meet-
ing the club has kandly allowed us to mount 3 small display of Satsuka

I hope that as many members atiend as possible smce there 15 2 nesd 10
discuss where the society s pome As with many clubs nght now our
membership is dropping. One proposal 1s that we should wind up the
society. | personally would hate to sec ths happen because there 5 mo
other wav for Satsuky enthusiasts to keep m contact with each other

Please come to this most important AGM if vou possibly can. This 1=
your societv and it cannot funchion without vour views and suppon

Steve Davies (Chaarman)



Some Thoughts on Manchester

Robin Morgan, the organiser of the Bonsa: NonhWest(zka The
FOBBS National Bonsai Exhibition 2001) has complained that the
event has been plagued by gossip and rumour. Unfortunately., this in
itself could be taken as evidence that commumcation from the organ-
isers has been inefficient and ineffective

Like Robin, 1 am very concerned that our pulling out of this show
miay ead to bad feeling between those imvolved. It 15 all to sasy for
people on both sides to say things and make claims in an effort to
justify thetr own position.

It is very important to remember that the Manchester show may well
be a arear success, with evervone attending having a great day out at
a memorable event. | certainly hope that thas is the case and that
everyone who does not make the trip will feel sick for years for
nissing it If this does happen. the orgamsers should really feel that
they miszed out on the job of selling the exhibition o the doubters
My worries over the Manchester cvent have been growang for a
couple of years but they related to the positon of major shows in
seneral and did not reflect on those running this speafic svent From
the start. however, it was going 1o be essential that Manchesier com-
municated very effectively with the Bonsal commumity if the show
was 1o catch evervone’s imagimation. The general consensus, at least
m the south of the country, is that they could have done much better
in this area

In the case of Plymouth Bonsai Society, which has had a crucal
effect on our own plans, it was a lack of communication with a
participating club which caused the problem. | was not invelved m
the Plymouth decision but [ know that it was not raken kghtly. It was
certainty not a case of the chairman not fancying a long trip and
forcing his view on everyone else (as suggested by Robin Morgan)



